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HOW DID YOU MESS IT UP, DEMETRIS?
Dramatist and poet of ancient times Menandros said in the 4th century B.C that “We are all wise when we advise others.  But we cannot perceive our own mistakes”.
I am afraid, dear Demetris, that you did not become fully aware of the magnitude of your blunder and of the heavy responsibility of your Government in regard to the recent catastrophic and murderous explosion at Mari.  This is why you did not apologize in the first place, as you ought to have done, during your recent address to the people.  You apologized when it was too late.  So, Menandros was right in his assessment made 25 centuries before we appeared on this planet.

One of your predecessors in office, Glafcos Clerides, used to encourage his ministers to go and meet him at his office at 6.30-7.00 in the morning.  They discussed with him important matters which they were handling or which had come to their knowledge.  I used to call the President at least once a week and I was at his office the following morning.  The early morning get-together with the prudent president was proven to be very useful both for him and also for his ministers.  The president was thus apprised of all important issues.  

The question is, how did you manage, Demetris, both you and your Government, to blow up Cyprus , without even knowing, supposedly, what was going on?   There was nobody out there to whisper in your ear that death was lying in ambush?  Furthermore, so many young people perished, the economy was “assassinated” and instead of hearing words of deep regret and apologies with a lot of humility, we hear some allegations from your people that the President is undermined.  My God!
The dangerous cargo was confiscated because there was contravention of Security Council Resolution 1747.  The adoption of the above resolution meant that the whole international community, including the permanent members of the Security Council (U.S, Russia, U.K, France, China) had given their approval.  It now appears that the only country which  had not really agreed with the contents of the resolution, was the country which had confiscated the cargo-Cyprus.  We kept the cargo intact, so that we would not blow-up our relations with some countries.  Instead, we blew-up our children.  
We are a small semi-occupied country.  In accordance with what you believe and have repeatedly stated, President, our “friends” are standing by our side “on the basis of principles”.  It appears however that our “friends” do not value so much these principles.  Because if they acted on “the basis of principles” as you allege they would not threaten – in connection with the cargo – that they would recognize the occupied north – especially since they have their own occupied territories.
The above reminds me of some other “friends” we had in the past,  again “on the basis of principles”.  It was the Soviet Union, which used a very harsh language and threatened with consequences if we did not support the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in December 1979.  I was Foreign Minister at that time and I recall the unbearable pressure exercised by Foreign Minister Gromyko, by Ambassador Astavin and also by AKEL to support the Soviet aggression.  Despite the fact that they knew that our country was under occupation.  President Kyprianou almost had a stroke.  Eventually we voted “abstention”, to avert an upgrading of the “state” in the north.  We knew that whatever we did would be wrong.  Unfortunately this is what happens when you have friends acting “on the basis of principles”.
So the explosive material was left in our hands.  On the “basis of principles”.  We refused to surrender it to those countries which knew how to handle or destroy it.  We wanted to be able to reciprocate the “principles” of our “friends”.  “Principles” to “principles”.  Lest our principle-loving friends recognized the “state” in the north.

However this is where the question arises.  If you are left with a time-bomb in your hand (even through a mistake of yours) do you deposit it in an area where you may blow-up and destroy sacred values?  Do you risk the extermination of 300 people who work and move about in the area?  Or the flattening of a military camp which is vital for the defense of your country?  Do you demolish a power plant  which pumps blood into the economy?  A state-of-the-art plant, which I have visited in the past, because it was under my political supervision for five years.  
There are dozens of documents showing that written warnings were given in regard to the dangers emanating from the explosive material.  The sound of alarm could be heard dozens of times.  Ministers, high officials, representatives of the office of the President participated in many meetings related to the explosive material.  The EAC leadership must have been aware of the cargo and the dangers.  Furthermore some of the containers were swollen, like  pregnant women, signaling that an explosion was imminent.  None of all the above considered it expedient to advise you, President?    None of them thought  that steps should be taken?  And if this is the case, what sort of Ministers and assistants did you appoint?  
Or is it that they did let you know, but instead of unfolding the issue like headlines in front of your eyes, you opted to treat it as a secondary and negligible issue.  If this is the case, I really do not know what to say.

If the cargo were in France would the French ever place “death” next to the Louvre?  If it was in England would “death” be stored in Trafalgar Square?  So, why should we install “death” next to the youth of this country and also where the heart of the economy is ticking?  Why?  

And even if we had to keep it for the sake of the famous “principles”  could we not get a Government owned piece of land out and away, put up a fence and a building and store it there in accordance with the correct and professional  rules and precautions?  

Aeschylus, one of the great tragic poets of ancient Greece had said.  “Sound thinking is the biggest gift from the Gods”.  

It appears that the Gods have not been so generous with us, Demetris.  They did not bestow on us the divine gift.  Because if we had sound or even moderate or bearable thinking, we would not place “death” next to the “life” of Cyprus.  We would never pull the plug on our economy.  We would never kill our children.
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